The Garden’s Role in Cultivar Introduction
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Over some seventy years now, CalD | OUODPE z Uwi OUU wOE UT|I Rarldto Babt¥ Anay Eadth) E OD E wil E U
Barbara, U.C. Berkeley, and the Regional Parks| have played vital roles in the introduction of native
cultivars. These great gardens have joined a number of private nurseries in this endeavor.

Most cultivars are clones, in other words they involve genetically identical plants reproduced
vegetatively. A cultivar may begin as a selection made in the field, for instance an unusually floriferous
individual that really stands out from run-of-the-mill examples of a common species. Or it may begin as a
hybrid individual that unexpectedly appears in a garden setting where two species that could never have
a chance to interbreed in the wild are growing together. A cultivar could even begin as a mutant new
branch with unusual foliage on a tree that hitherto seemed unremarkable.

IJIT A botanic garden horticulturist or nursery person can designate a
‘ cultivar by publishing it. The rules for publication of cultivars are
simple and few, in contrast to the rules for naming new species. The
cultivar name is given in single quotes after the Latin name, for
example Fremontodendron californicums " EODI OUOPEwW&OOUaZz 6 w3’
name is never Latinized; it must appear in the vernacular. Valid
publication is achieved very simply,
merely by printing the name in a

S 5 : published nursery list or catalogue.
Fremontodem_iron californicum ‘Margo’ However, the International Code of
Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants
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recommends a somewhat more serious ‘
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are given to a designated registration authority, along with a photo and a Fremontodendron ‘Margo’

herbarium sheet. In practice this is rarely done. One rather amusing
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Sometimes a proposed cultivar is given very extensive
garden testing at multiple sites with varying cultural
conditions before it is offered to the nursery trade. This is
desirable but not required by the Code, and few gardens or
organizations take the time to do this. Horticulturists
typically lack the requisite time and resources.

Many revered pioneers in California native horticulture have
put considerable effort into the search for new and
promising plants, their propagation and experimental trials,
formal introduction as cultivars, and marketing. I believe
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden has had the most
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Ceanothus ramulosus ‘Rodeomarin’
Photographs courtesy of RPBG
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enduring, long-term program of cultivar introduction and has been responsible for more native
introductions than any other entity, public or private.

Ironically, despite decades of work by horticultural glitterati (with prodigious green thumbs) like

Maunsell Van Rensselaer, Percy Everett, Ken Taylor, Wayne Roderick, Nevin Smith, and many, many

more, the introduction of native cultivars has made only minor inroads into the nursery trade, dominated

as it is by titanic growers whose choices are dictated by market forces. They deal in horticultural clichés.

There are hopeful signs, however, since drought, increasing water demand with exploding population,

the environmental movement, and the hardy efforts of dedicated native-plant growers, have combined to
increase demand of late. One need only compare the turnoutat U7 1 w11 T DOOEOw/ EUOUw! OC
annual spring plant sale to what it was in the early years. Many buyers at these sales are attracted by
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fancy cultivar names. Or they may be looking for tried-and-true entities with proven horticultural merit,
and cultivars regularly satisfy that desire. And there is no lull in the rate of introduction of native
cultivars. [ imagine the rate today is higher than ever before.

The Regional Parks Botanic Garden has introduced numerous cultivars, and provided propagules that
were used by others to do the same. The garden staff is always on the lookout for potential cultivars, both
in the field and in the garden. The most recent| a fabulous golden-orange monkeyflower| was spotted
by Glenn Keator and Joe Dahl on Santa Cruz Island and is being introduced by Glenn in Volume 11, No.
3 of The Four Seasons. Following is a loosely chronological, annotated list of all the cultivars (of which I am
aware) that have been introduced by or from the Regional Parks Botanic Garden. In addition to the
cultivars listed, we are experimenting with fifteen other entities that we consider worthy of cultivar
status.

gave rise to a number of cultivars, Jim himself was not particularly

interested in naming them. He often stated in conversation that the
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therefore ruined. Of course this was not true, but his repetition of

such a remark at least suggests he was not fond of cultivars. One of

his reasons for this was that he felt a botanic garden should display

truly characteristic examples of good wild species so that visitors can

garden staff introduced numerous cultivars; but we have generally
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; e B avoided growing cultivars here that are not field-collected, field-
Arctostaphylos densiflora ‘Ariel’, a documented plants. The garden has limited space and it is

profusely blooming compact DOx OUUEOUOWEUW) POwWUUT T T UUTI EOwWUOWET YOUI
manzanita

plants| i.e., entities that represent the wild taxa.

One downside to the proliferation of cultivars is that it promulgates genetic homogeneity. This is a real
danger in agriculture, for example, when an important food plant lacks sufficient genetic diversity to
endure threats from continually evolving insect pests. The same thing could happen if California native
cultivars were used in a big way for restoration projects. It is probably best to use cultivars in home
gardens and local wild ecotypes for restoration or large-scale roadside plantings.

2 Copyright © 2001 by Stephen W. Edwards. All Rights Reserved.



Cultivars from the Regional Parks Botanic Garden:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Garryaellipticas ) EDOOI z 6 w&DYIT OwlOw, E U Stdtbgidrtiilfrl EolmdaHdn b 1982 FanU wOT wUT |
Rensselaer bestowed the name. Widely used today. 1961 Cal. Hort. Award of Merit.

Arctostaphylos waursis | 08 wll a1 Uz 6 w" ChBieibBrdd Grdebiby kot BB o Ghiivéybd

the plant to Rancho Santa Ana. They introduced the cultivar in 1956. One of the best bearbetries available in the trade.

Physocarpus capitatuss 3 D OE1 Ow/ EUOz 6 w" U0 0D OT lohunhotth@ig tofhlibken sy BoTaylod U O Ow, OU
in1976.

Arctostaphyos pajaroensiss | EUEED U1 2 6 w( OUUOEUET EwlOwOT | wOUE Bdewi UOOWE wU
in1978.1979 Cal. Hort. Award of Merit.

Fritillariaaffiniss 6 E A@E] UPEOz 6 w O wb O Udffirtis intithelvdriety fibtldpsblebted iy Vayned E E O w
Auvailable in specialty nurseries in England.

Arctostaphylos densifioras O 6 w# 1 Jika Rbbf I ThE@urkigiugSeasons, Volume 1, No2, 1980. An

unbelievably profusebloomer, U1 O1 EUT EwOUDT POEOOa wi UOOwWUT | ws) EOI Uw6l U0Z w
County.

Fritilariabifioras , EUUT Ewl OET UDE Oz 6 type-lbcslily jplath o uedichiintedr StOdnetGuldtO O w
Micropropagated in Holland beginning in 1986. 1990 Royal Horticultural Society Award of Merit.

Dudleya® ws %UEOOw1 il DOI OUz 6 w. O wOi w%U E OO 7N by Waynearad Bidvd E UOwi UO
McCabe in The Four Seasons in 1991. A gorgeous dudleya, possibly available at Rancho Santa Ana and/or U.C. Santa

Cruz.

Cemothuss 3 D OEY Ow/ &@VOORBUE] ODudAUIED AOE WU EGDG G@uB D] E WE 2 we E
This one may have disappeared from horticulture.

Rhamnus adlifornicaZ? 3D OET Ow# PEUI 2 ¢ 6 w31 PUwbUwl UOPDOT wEUwW1EOET Ow2EOD
POl OEwPOwUT T whuNWYz U8 w( OwdDT I DwET wOD U U Ed.lt unehbrkdble wE WE UOUE
and we would not name it.

Arctostaphylos uoaursis 3 DOET Ow/ EUOZ 6 w6rdms@dnam@dd fHat Behrb&rds takePftdmuthi N huw

garden by unknown persons were popular groundcovers in Oregon and Washington at that time.

Symphoricarposalbuss 3 DOET Ow/ EUOZz 6 w31 PUwWOOT wi EVwWEU U OWOBY UL WE OE WET
availability list. Taken from this Garden by unknown person(s), probably® OwUT 1 wl EUOa whuNNYz UB w51 Ua
the colony with abundant large berries near the foot of the south branch of the horseshoe lawn.

Arctostaphylos edmundsiiparoiplia $ ' 1 UOw) OT OUOOz 6 w O O Ghoundihgimemexfiths Dang R 2UDUDUT w
available in the trade (for example, through Saratoga Hort.) but not named as a cultivar until 1991, by SW. Edwards

in The Four Seasons.

Arctostaphylos auriculata s * OOE E OO1 w/ OBdilatzvathuetention ofjizbaile idbricate leaves. Named

by SW. Edwards in The Four Seasons in 1991. One of the most spectacular plants in the Rancho Santa Ana cultivar

garden at one time, but difficult to grow. At this time still experimental.

Fremontodendron californicum s , E UNa@@d®yuAl Seneres in The Four Seasons in 1991. A spectacular, low-
sweeping, profusely blooming form but very difficult to propagate. This is a fatal flaw for a cultivar. SW. Edwards
recently had good success propagating it from stump sprouts.

Mahonia of. pinnatas | & UE OD E w/ O EXI8ekerds i ThEFGnk Skasuurirél 9011 Possibly the most lovely of all
barberries. We have only recently provided plants to Rancho Santa Ana for their cultivar garden. Otherwise not yet
available.
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18.
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20.
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24.

26.

27.

29.

Arctostaphylos rfugioensiss | DOOWE OOUAZ 5w wi | EYa wE OO@Gilowadbybigiberidt U1 1 wE OUL
Named by Bert Johnson in The Four Seasons in 1991. Not yet available in the trade.

Arctostaphylos viridissimas 6 T DUT w" OOUEz wi EUwWUOO] woi wli | wOOUUWOEUUDYI wxE
Johnson with the preceding, but not yet in the trade.

Arctostaphylos voa-ursis & U1 1 Qw2 U001 il YOWOEEOYT VUwUT EQwWExx1 EUI EWEUWE WY (¢
section. Named by Bert Johnson with the preceding. Usually available at our annual plant sale.

Awvorursis | U6 w2 U6 w&l OUT 1 z6w wi OUOwWPDUT wYl UawOEUT I OwEUDT | Dwu
months or so. Named by Bert Johnson with the preceding. Usually available at our annual plant sale.

Mahoniadictyotas 2 1T E UUE w! Gdidost effedtite 6 bllBeitiEr GlantsNamed by Bert Johnson with the

preceding, and sometimes available at our annual plant sale.

Cornussericeas 2 0DOUOOwW! 1 EET z8 w31 PUwPUwWOT T wUEOOwWI OUOwWT UOPDPOT wEl
JohnsonwD U1 wOT T wx Ul ET EPOT 6 w31 DUwWOOI wi EVWOOUW?EEUT T OwbO» weD
Baccharispilulariss Oz U w! Otd ThzFaunSeaskiéin 1992 by Al Seneres. A dense, somewhat bluish, high

mound, intermediate in stature between var. pilularis and var. consanguinea. This one has not caught on and is seldom

available.

Arctostaphylos uvaursis 3 OO0z Uw/ OPOUz 6w woOUUT wi U OnlileGirBeorsinWoasNet®dt E wE a w! 1 C
available.

Sedum spathulifolium pruinosums %E OUT WOBR@EGLIT BRET 001 OUwx OPEI Uawbki BUIT wi OUO
! OEOEOZ OWEUUOwWUOODOI wUT Thelind Bedsolds in 1994 by NelGeONade n@IeleOU ODE 6 w- EOI ¢
Darington. Not yet available.

Ceanothus ramulosuss 1 OE 1 O O E U Dl@enounding gréutidcoker with pale blue flowers named by SW.

Edwards in The Four Seasons in 1999. Available soon.

Festucaidahoensiss 2 0 O O0a w" Ul 1 O z-fative altemnaiive to Fidvitm @ddnked Dy BONDHAdwards with the

preceding. Available soon.

Sedum spathulipliums " EOx E1 OOw+EOI z 8w wUI Ol E U bNvhriissdAngtherodh w01 0P OT w
glaucous form, named by SW. Edwards with the preceding, and usually available at our annual plant sale.

Lepechiniacalycinas 1 O E O & wowSDepihg fGrmuwithi€dft, convex leaves, found by Al Seneres in Monterey

County in 1988. This has appeared with the cultivar name on the Cal Flora nursery availability list. It is one of Bart

.2!'UDPI OzUwi EYOUPUT wxOEOUHemP OwUT 1 w1 EOET Ow2EOUEwW OEWEUOUE
Mimulus cardinalisd w Ow? OU U U E 1 withgdlden-owtide fowers il 160 named by Glenn Keator this
December in The Four Seasons.
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