The Role of the Regional Parks Botanic Garden in the

Preservation of Rare Plants
By JoeDahl, Garden Supervisor
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With th e coming of warmer weather the perennial and deciduous plants of the Regional Parks Botanic
Garden have emerged. The warmer weather has brought an increasen visitors who are lured by the
pleasant weather and the new, lush, late spring growth that appears to have renewed the Garden. Beds
that appeared empty over the winter months are now covered in leafy mounds and flowers of many
colors.

Lately, | have been approached by Garden visitors who wish to compliment the staff on the wonderful
appearance of theGarden. It occurred to me that there are aspects of the Garden beyondts obvious
beauty that many visitors may not be aware of. Not only does the Regional Parks Botanic Garden house
an extensive collection of California native plants, but many of the plan ts in the collection are listed as
rare or rare and endangered by the state of California. In the Garden are also examples of plants that have
become extinct in the wild.

To see several examples of rare and endangered plants that have flourished in the Rgional Parks Botanic
Garden you need go no further than the deck off the back of the Visitors Center. Looking across the
Garden to the top of the Sea Bluff section one
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broad swath of yellow at the crest of the

section. These are the flowers of the Point

Reyes meadowfoam (Limnanthes douglasgsp.

sulphurea. Although known from only about

ten locations in the wild, the Point Reyes
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the Sea Bluff section. Selsowing freely every

year, it carpets plant beds so thickly that only

a few of the most aggressive weed species can

out-compete this gorgeous annual

wildflower.
Point Reyes meadowfoam ( Limnanthes douglasii ssp. sulphurea).
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Francisco. One, the Presidio manzanita Arctostaphylos hookesisp. ravenii) only occurs naturally now
within the boundaries of the former Presidio Military Base. It seems somehow ironic to think of a plant
species as having keen saved by the military. Elsewhere in San Francisco where this plant had occurred, it
has since disappeared, a casualty of the advancing development of the city.
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